THE HISTORY OF ART

It is always pleasant to imagine the friendships ol
famous people, or important moments in their lives.

honorary degree from the University of
Cambridge. We are told that one of the
English courtiers asked Rubens, "Does the
ambassador of His Catholic Majesty amuse
himself with painting?" "No," replied
Rubens, "I sometimes amuse myself with
being an ambassador."

Rubens' Marriage to Helen* Fourment

Once more at home, laden with honors,
the great painter married a second time. "I
have married a young woman of the middle
class, although everyone advised me to
choose a lady from the court. But I was
afraid I should find my companion afflicted
with pride, that plague of the noble class.
That is my reason for choosing a wife who
would not blush when she saw me take up
my brush.*'

The painter's new bride, just sixteen years
of age, was the celebrated Helen Fourment
(foor'mdNO, said to be the most beautiful
girl in Antwerp, and intimately known to-day
by everyone who visits galleries of art. For
Rubens left us her picture on many and
many a canvas. In its own way every one



This picture shows Van Byck taking leave of hi*
master, Rubens, as he sets out for Italy.

of his splendid pictures tells us of the happy
life he lived with her. There is one of the
pictures in which he is showing his new bride
the beautiful home which is to be hers. At
the left we see the pavilion of the splendid
chateau, while Helen and her painter are
walking happily through the garden hand
in hand.

The pictures of this period are among the
most beautiful that Rubens left us. After
ten more happy years the great artist died,
full of honors, in 1640. But his art has never
died. He has had a mighty influence over
painting ever since his day, and his genius
was so many-sided that in each country in
Europe something different was made under
its inspiration. He loved to make vast pic-
tures, glowing pictures, pictures of vigor and
happiness. He has been called the most
magnificent of artists. This does not imply
that he is the greatest, of course, though he
was a very great one. It means that he Is
one of the most splendid in vitality.

When Rubens said that any given pk&ne
was "by my best pupil/' he mcati* tbftt
Anthony Van Dyck (van tikf) bad
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